
 
 
Scott Valley ranchers, tribal members, teachers ask Governor to rescind drought 
restrictions  
—With drought over, family farmers and ranchers ask that local solutions replace State’s 30% 
groundwater cuts  

Contact: Theodora Johnson, Scott Valley Agriculture Water Alliance (AgWA) – 
theo@scottvalleyagwa.org - (530) 598-3081 

Siskiyou County, CA (May 23, 2023)—Today, residents of Scott Valley, a small rural community in far-

northern California, sent a letter to Governor Gavin Newsom requesting that he rescind his 2021 

drought proclamation for their area of the Klamath River basin. Now that drought has subsided in the 

area, locals are asking that the corresponding emergency drought regulations be lifted to prevent 

further damage to the area’s agriculture-based economy. The letter was signed by about 400 people, 

including members of the Shasta, Karuk, Yurok, and Pitt tribes, teachers, business owners, residents, and 

small family farmers and ranchers. 

This past winter brought considerable relief in the form of rain and snow to the Scott River watershed, 

after three years of severe drought that prompted significant surface and ground water restrictions for 

the small family farms and ranches in the area. As of May 1st, he surrounding mountains had a 159% 

snowpack, and the runoff forecast is 178% through July. The U.S. Drought Monitor officially removed the 

“drought” designation for the area on May 11.  

Yet despite this good water year, Scott Valley farmers and ranchers are, like last year, facing 30 percent 

reductions in groundwater use and possible limits on livestock water intake. The drought regulation is 

being enforced by the State Water Resources Control Board, with emergency authority provided by the 

Governor’s lingering 2021 executive order. 

“Small family farms and ranches, like most businesses, cannot sustain a 30 percent loss of a critical input 

for multiple years in a row,” the letter reads, noting that no financial compensation was given for the 

required reduction in water use. “Sustainable agricultural production is the lifeblood of our economy 

and community and also supports significant co-benefits for wildlife through our thriving working 

landscapes.” 

The letter emphasizes that, while Scott Valley’s groundwater basin is not overdrafted, locals are 

nonetheless committed to permanent water conservation, and mindful of the need to protect their 

aquifer and fish populations.  

“There will be dry years again,” the residents say. “We believe we can work together to find local 

solutions for our aquifer, streamflows, fisheries, and agriculture-based economy.” 

In recent years, Scott Valley landowners have been coordinating with state agencies and UC Davis 

researchers in efforts to do winter groundwater recharge for the purpose of augmenting late-summer 

flows in the Scott River. The aim is to benefit native salmon and steelhead populations. Locals call this 



 
unique effort “Environmental managed aquifer recharge,” or “Enviro-MAR.” Unfortunately, the Water 

Board’s emergency regulation has made Enviro-MAR difficult to achieve. 

But residents are hopeful that, with the easing of the drought conditions and a growing spirit of 

collaboration, solutions can be found that allow for more Enviro-MAR and that strike a balance between 

agricultural water use and environmental needs. 

“In recent days, a promising new local collaboration has been forming amongst agriculture, tribes, fish 

advocates, and state agencies,” the letter says. The Valley hopes to find solutions that “take into 

consideration specific needs of fish in their various life stages; the water year type; timing and location 

of water use; [and] individual producers’ current level of irrigation efficiency.” 

The letter points to past locally-driven conservation successes. One such achievement has been a 

significant increase in native Coho salmon for the Scott River. Also, Scott Valley farmers have made 

permanent improvements in irrigation efficiencies in recent years, and want to expand those water-

saving methods going forward. 

“We are family, friends, and neighbors standing together in support of Scott Valley’s small, multi-

generational farms and ranches,” the letter concludes, “because agriculture supports the rural 

community we love and want to hand down to our children.”  

 

Scott Valley Agriculture Water Alliance (AgWA) is a unified voice communicating on behalf of local 
farmers and ranchers, spreading accurate information about Scott Valley’s ag producers, the Scott River, 

and its fish.  

 


